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Edith Stein, ebrea, filosofa, carmelitana

ABSTRACT

SOMMARIO

EDIT STEIN, JEW, PHILOSOPHER, CARMELITE - Edith Stein is a complex
and fascinating figure and summarizes the woman, the German Jew, the
atheist, the philosopher, the Carmelite, converted to Christianity in the Ca-
tholic Church. She was a Woman who engraved history with her personality
in the dramatic moment of the progressive affirmation of the Nazi regime,
a Philosopher, who has lived an intense search for intellectual truth until
arriving at the truth of Christ. She is a fine thinker who drew up a treaty on
the identity of the state and the risks of totalitarianism. She was a German
Jew who carried within herself the conflict between two peoples, becoming
a connecting bridge. Edith Stein was a courageous believer who, foreseeing
the consequences of the Nazi ferocity, wrote a letter to Pope Pius XI, de-
nouncing the heresy of the idolatry of race and state power, asking the
Church to make its voice heard. She was a Jewish who, not denying her ori-
gin, adhered to it so deeply that she was killed in Auschwitz and today by
the Church honored as martyr and copatron of Europe.

Figura complessa ed affascinante, Edith Stein compendia la donna, I'ebrea
tedesca, I'atea, la filosofa, la carmelitana, convertita al cristianesimo nella
Chiesa cattolica. Donna che ha inciso la storia con la sua personalita nel mo-
mento drammatico del progressivo affermarsi del regime nazista. Filosofa,
che ha vissuto un intenso percorso di ricerca della verita intellettuale fino
ad approdare alla verita di Cristo. Fine pensatrice che elaboro un trattato
sull’identita dello Stato e i rischi del totalitarismo. Ebrea tedesca che porto
in sé il conflitto tra due popoli, divenendone ponte di collegamento. Cre-
dente coraggiosa che, prevedendo le conseguenze della ferocia nazista,
scrisse una lettera a Papa Pio XI, denunciando l'eresia dell'idolatria della
razza e del potere dello Stato, chiedendo che la Chiesa facesse udire la sua
voce. Ebrea che, non negando la sua origine, vi aderi cosi profondamente
da essere uccisa ad Auschwitz ed oggi dalla Chiesa onorata martire e com-
patrona d’Europa.
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